- May 30—Some - of
the “sharpest criticism yet pub-
liskied  against .excessive eivilian
* dominapce in actual military op-
- erajions is presented.in the new
~isswe.uof Army magazine, issued
today, - S
i ~This is_the main publication of
.the  Assoviation of the” United
“States Acmy, wholly independent
" of the Pentagon and headed by

" Washington,

retived, wather than active, of-]

ficers. But it fraditionally reflects
the opinions of the service, even
though the articles are specifi-
‘vally presented as the *‘personal
opinion” of the authors.
Article By Legere
The criticisms referred to are
mainly in a article entided **Mili-
tary Advice for a Strong Presi-
dent” hy Col. Lawience J. Legere,
Jr., an airborne and infantry vet-
eran of \World War 11 and Korga
and of stoff assignments to the
Pentagon, the White House, NATO
and Berlr headquaiters.
But, besides a vigorous Indorse-

often of late mIlary ol | *Civilla

. opin-
ion has beeh given a polite hear-
ing and ‘quick brugh-off..,The
(Cuban)  affair . it .- that
success in cold war takes some-
thing more than the playing of a
few last tunes by ear. =~ -

“Good. staff work may be cum-
bersome-but it more than makes
up for it in thorvy . This is
a lesson that bright young men
should be able to learn quickly.”

Written Before Inaguration
. Colonel Legere's discussion of
leadership principles and of rela-
tions between the White House
and the professional military
chiefs, the desired relations fre-

-[quently being immediate, rather

than solely via a cjvillan Secre-
tary of Defense--%as. prepared
hefore the Kennedy Administra.
tio, 1ook -office, .. the editors
pointedly state. = . _
‘It opens with a blunt declara
tion that “if he iz to be a de
cisive President, . Mr, Ken-
nedy wili have to mske changes
in the system used by the scldier-

men and policy includes the idos
of ultimiate and responsible’ ok
vilian guthority snswerable to the
people. It does not necessarily in-
clude ‘the idea of civilian offi-
clals laiered throughout a defense
estab) ent to help te
for the -alleged sbortcomings -of

can cover a variety of sins, and
suggests that ‘it {s always neces-
sary to ask which civilians are to
do the controlling.’ - -
“Pelitical -
. “In essence, - clvilian . control
over the miliary should be inter-
preted so as to previde respon-
sible .civillan political decislon at
tap level, without- hobbling profes-
sional ‘ormance in easional
roles, - including the tendering of
military edvice to the President.”
. The National Sacurity Council's

riquick *briefing” given to e
President, fust before an NSC,

‘B0n vital issues,” says Colonel
Légere, “briefing is not. enough.
... The President needs, ghove
all.;detailled informatﬁ: from the
responsible _principals. . . . He
must not aitpmml the very last

military minds. ... - . ;v [phase of the deliberation of others
“‘One  authority has found‘thatld' ore coming to grips with acts,
civilian control, ﬂke stafe’s rights, jof choice. Decisivenest alone, like:

brigfing alone, is not enough. .

.+ Elsenbower Mentloned

“Military advice, especially of a
kind to point up sharp issues, was
inhlbiteso by President Eisenhow-
er's known preference for agreeJ
ment among his military adviser
and Yy the layers of authority in/
tervening: between. them and both
hinf and the NSC. . .. ‘

“The most significant military
advice songht at NSC level sinca -
1953 was in support of the New -
Look of that year and later, which
set the pattern for the military

uwuw long pubdlicly
criticized by Gen. ugivaxwell D.

Taglor, former Chlel of Stafl, 4

[

© money.”

s

© . that “sometimes individuals of a

¢

- cussfon and, on the cther. criti-

-~ .service bickering” instead of im-

posture  still prevailing  and
_whlcﬂ was conceived, without re-;
sponsible military participation,
: a8 a plan to save

The article expresses surprise
more sophisticated order of intel-
lect and experience,” on the one

, ¢complain that military men

- are incapable in the arts of dis-

cise the Joint Chiefs for “inter-

 mediate disciplined agreement.
- “Many of our most distinguished
. -cltizens have begun to stress the

;/ ,'.f. ‘. ‘need for acid-bath consideration
A ~ of sharply divergent national pol*
i - iey dternau_ves,- but why dn they

M. Ldr_lw_ the line at hard alterna-:

/; i{\“".' of military policy? Colonel| -
/A5 i |Legere inquires. '

et Amorg - his  concluslons  are

o [
“Civilian control over the mili-|
;t,uy' should not be so interpreted;
8¢ to inhibit direct contact on im-

{portant issues between a strong!
APresdent

and his principal mili-
‘jtary advisers. The NSC system
should provide for more direct
x‘:l% by top military pro-

t .
: ucW'"..l.:l:le!’-of-l’.aﬂ’-ty}:m solu-
; "“to what is contemptuously
Jealled *blckering’ would tend to:
Bl the al-




